Washington Foreclosure Laws and Process
Timeframe
 
Statutory: 121 days

First Legal Action
Mailing or Posting of Notice of Default (use whichever is the latter date).  Notices of Default are not recorded
Mailing Period 

Notice of Default: 30 days before Notice of Sale is recorded

Notice of Sale: 90 days prior to the date of sale, or 120 days if a letter under RCW 61.24.031 is required
Publication 

Two (2) times with the 1st between the 28th and 35th day prior to the sale

& the 2nd between the 7th and 14th day prior to the sale

Reinstatement
11 days prior to the sale date to bring the loan current & pay all applicable costs
Postponements 
Unlimited but not to exceed 120 days from the original sale date
Property Transfer
Trustee transfers ownership by preparing  Trustees Deed Upon Sale
Possession

20 days after the Trustee Sale takes place

Redemption rights
Non-Judicial: Borrower has no right to redeem the property after the sale
Judicial: Borrower has redemption rights for 1 year from sale date.  During redemption period, Borrower can remain in possession of the property if it is used as their primary residence.  Borrower must pay full amount due and applicable costs.

Wash. Rev. Code §§ 61.24.020 to 61.24.140
Washington allows both non-judicial and judicial real property foreclosures, but non-judicial foreclosures are far more common.  To begin the process, the beneficiary or trustee must mail a Notice of Default to the Trustor or his successor in interest, both by first class and certified or registered mail and either post the Notice of Default on the premises or personally serve notice.  The Notice of Default will identify the Deed of Trust that is in default and the nature of the default. The notice will also provide an itemized account of the delinquent amount due, including applicable foreclosure costs and fees. If the default is not cured within 30 days after the mailing and posting or serving of the Notice of Default (the latter of the 2 dates) then, at least 90 days prior to the scheduled sale date, the trustee will mail (by certified and first class mail to each person appearing on the title of the records as having a claim or interest in the property and to anyone who properly requests it ), post and record a Notice of Trustee's Sale and publish the Notice twice during the last 35 days before the sale. Foreclosure sales are by public auction with the property going to the highest bidder, who must pay in cash.
In a judicial foreclosure, the sheriff is responsible for publication of the notices and holding the sale. The plaintiff lender is responsible for furnishing the sheriff with bidding instructions.
